Liberation

Am I in the minority because I am a woman who wants to stay at
home instead of entering the workforce? I suppose it depends on who
you ask. In my circle of church and home-school families I'm not; but
in the community and even my extended family I am. It seems as
though there is a tug-of-war for the hearts of women. I believe a lot
of the struggle today can be contributed to the "Women’s Liberation”
movement that began roughly in the 50’s through the 80’s.

I am not well-researched in the specifics of the movement (names,
dates, landmark events, etc.) but I am well aware of the impact it has
had on society at large. Years ago, women did not have the rights of
man, but they did not have the responsibilities of them either. Women
of yesteryear were not privileged to work at the same capacity as
men, but they were also not obligated. Women, in general, were not
treated like men.

I have heard it said before that the Feminist bunch is the most anti-
feminine group out there and I think that’s the truth. I believe that
women involved with the movement think they are benefiting the
future of womanhood, but I also believe they are deceived. In the
past, they thought they were opening doors of opportunity for their
daughters but I don’t think they realized that precious ones would then
be shut behind them.

It used to be that a woman could stay at home to raise her children,
keep her home, and care for her husband and that that was the norm.
Most women today have to sacrifice and fight in order to stay home.

It used to be that a family could have a middle-class lifestyle with one
average-sized home, one vehicle, and dad’s one income. Sure, there
weren’t cell phones for the whole family, cable and video games,
eating out all week, child care expenses, etc. Those things weren't
necessary because mom was home to cook, occupy the kids, and keep
tabs on everyone. It is now expected for a woman to earn her “share”
of the monetary income. What happens to her “share” of the
household duties then? Most of the time, the mom still has to do them
only now the chores and meals and things get hastily crammed into
her schedule. Dads and older children also get a larger load (in some
cases) and can get resentful. The health of the working woman and
her family suffers as a result of all the stress, sleeplessness, and
short-cuts. I don't feel this is God’s way.
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> The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh
holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good
things;

4+ That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their
husbands, to love their children,

s To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own
husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed. Titus 2:3-5 KJV*

At one time, it was customary for men to hold doors open for women,
pull out chairs, the whole bit. It was called courtesy, respect,
admiration. Liberal women have seen to it to squash those courtesies
by calling them degrading. It is emasculating to a man to have a
woman curtailing his attempts at protection and provision. I can't
begin to tell you how many men and boys have let doors swing shut
on me in public. No chivalry. Oh, I'm sure some decent men out
there still hold open doors and such but it sure isn't as common as it
once was. Partly due to liberal women protesting and partly because
mamas and daddies are too busy working to instill these things in their
children. I wonder what else mamas and daddies are too busy to do
with their kids?

I was talking with my grandmother recently and she was sadly telling
me about her neighborhood. She said all the ladies used to know each
other. They would walk together around the cul-de-sac every evening
for exercise and chat. They could drop in on each other for tea or
coffee and sit in each other's yards and watch their children play
together. They would also get together every so often in the evenings
with the husbands and play games or just socialize. I marveled at her
stories because I had not known that sense of community when I was
young and things have since gotten worse. She continued in telling
me that many of the old neighborhood residents have since passed
away or moved. She said she no longer knew her neighbors
personally. Some she didn't even recognize by face because she
almost never saw them outdoors. The homes stand empty during the
day and the folks inside are so busy in the evenings that they hardly
ever come out. She even had doors shut on her when she attempted
to meet some of them! How sad!

My mother used to tell me stories of her neighborhood growing up.
She said the moms were almost all home during the day. The kids
could all play in the yards because someone’s mom was always
keeping an eye out. The ladies would all congregate for canning or
knitting or some such activity. They even held block parties and
cooked out together and such. These things are few and far between
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now. When moms are all at work, kids can’t play outside safely with
freedom. There isn’t time for get-togethers with neighbors and block
parties. And you don’t know your neighbors enough to trust your kids
there. Besides, no one is home to watch them anyway.

Another area that suffers greatly is child training. If kids are bussed
around to schools and sitters and activities the majority of the time
because moms are working, no one is there to “train them up in the
way they should go” (Proverbs 22:6). I know children so unruly that
their own parents don’t want to be around them. When discussing our
decision to home-school our kids with working moms I very often hear
comments like, “I have really considered that but I just don't think I
could handle being with my child that much.” Isn’t that horrifying? If
the hearts of the mothers aren’t even toward their children, how can
we expect anyone else’s to be? And what kind of parents and adults
will those children grow up to become? It is a fearful thing.

I know there is a new movement of sorts. Many women have decided
to take the leap of faith and return home. They’'ve abandoned the
facade of the “have-it-all” smokescreen and taken back their families.
I applaud these women! It requires sacrifices almost across the board,
but I tell you what; I'd rather sacrifice fancy clothes, new cars, and
eating out than my family and my kids!

Some would argue that women did not have rights before the
Women’s Liberation movement and that many were battered and
abused. Frankly put, the same kinds of men who were women beaters
before are the same kind of men that do it today. When women usurp
authority and try to act like men, they lose the feminine qualities that
God intended to provoke men to protect us and cherish us. Men feel
contention and either seek to conquer a bawdy woman or take a
broken back-seat to avoid conflict.

Just look at how women and wives are portrayed by the media.
Women dress more and more scantily in order to be attractive. Do not
kid yourselves, ladies, no one sees your intellect or “power” when
you're packaged cheaply (read Kissed the Girls and Made Them Cry by
Lisa Bevere for more on this). Wives are typically shown to be
nagging, unhappy, leeches that men just put up with. How ashamed I
would be if my husband ever thought that way of me!

Those who have an ear to hear, listen! God intended for woman'’s
head to be the man. It won’t work together for His glory any other
way. That’s not to say that a woman won’'t be good at leading, or
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http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?event=AFF&amp;item_code=WW&amp;item_no=69894&amp;netp_id=266581&amp;p=1023852

making decisions, or even fighting; but that isn’t the point. We must
walk according to God’s plan in subjection to our own husbands and be
keepers of our own homes, and train up our children. This is God’s
ordination for us; what we were created for. It makes for a happy
marriage, a happy home, and a happy heart. Be blessed and
encouraged in the Lord!

(For further study read Created to be His Help Meet by Debi Pearl and Fight Like a Girl by Lisa
Bevere.)

~ Amanda Paul
February 11, 2007

Used with permission

* All scripture references taken from The Holy Bible King James Version
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